


To Our Friends:
I’m pleased to share Project Safe’s annual 
report for 2022. Our theme is Cultivation—
working hard to create something that will not 
come to fruition right away. When someone 
calls the hotline, or creates a safety plan, or 
comes to the shelter, or attends one of our 
support groups, or gets a protective order, 
or moves to a new home, or testifies against 
their abuser, or files for divorce, or leaves the 
state, or even changes their name—we don’t 
know for sure what will happen next, what their 
abuser will do, what the impact of the abuse 
has been on the family, or even how long we’ll 
be working with them.
Domestic violence involves patterns of abusive behavior repeated 
over time, and it takes time for a survivor to recognize those patterns 
and take steps to find safety. It’s typical for those steps to include 
many separations and reconciliations over months and even years. 
So we don’t measure our success by whether someone leaves 
their abuser. (It has little to do with safety anyway, as danger often 
increases after the relationship is over). We look instead at the ways 
we can empower and support survivors to increase their safety and 
sense of well-being. We work to create trusting relationships so they 
will call on us now, and again in the future if needed. 
Whether it’s our individual work with survivors and their children or 
our efforts to educate the community or change systems that allow 
domestic violence to persist, we often describe that work as “planting 
seeds.”  We plant seeds with our clients and in the community, 
believing they will take root and grow but knowing that we may not 
see the end result. And just like a good arborist or gardener, we don’t 
simply wait, but work hard in the meantime—doing everything we 
can within our power with the belief that events beyond our power 
will turn out alright.
As always, I’m grateful to our staff, board, and generous supporters 
who come together to cultivate a community where—someday—
everyone can be safe in their homes, and safe in their relationships.

--Joan Prittie, Executive Director

Governing Board:
Phyllis Holditch Niolon, Chair
David Meyers, Past Chair
Adam Fouche, Treasurer
Holly Tally, Secretary
Dawn Clarke
Tradd Harter
Jamie Hogan
Thomas Kadri
Lauren Moore
Jean Mullis
Monique Sanders

Executive Director 
Joan Prittie

Seedlings of Hope



"Everything  I experienced was 

great. Groups worked very 

well and they protected us. 

Staff were professional and 

their level-headedness was 

much needed. Staff brought 

me resources even when I 

didn't know I needed them."

--former client
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Project Safe is committed to evaluating the efficacy of our services. These 
outcomes are self-reported by clients on anonymous surveys turned in 
upon the conclusion of services.

Cultivating Changes for the Better

Among clients who set advocacy (case management goals)...
•	87% achieved their means of support/employment goals
•	89% achieved their other goals
•	88% achieved their housing goal or safe housing 

“Each staff member energetically works to assist any and all potential clients. While working as an 
intern, I have been able to see first-hand how much of a positive impact the organization has on 
domestic violence survivors, as well as the city of Athens as a whole.”--review on Great Nonprofits
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Mulching for Long Term Protection

Ongoing supportive services are designed to help people move on from unhealthy 
relationships and heal from the pain of experiencing or witnessing domestic abuse. It 
can take months or even years to become finally free from the emotional, physical 
and financial ties of an abuser. Our services such as support groups, advocacy, case 
management, and longer term housing help people discover their own strength and put 
their lives back together.

In 2022, Project Safe served 616 survivors through our outreach office, and provided 
longer term housing (up to 12 months) to 33 individuals. 

Thanks to a CDBG-CV grant through Athens-Clarke County in fiscal year 2022, Project 
Safe was able to give substantial housing resources to 69 individuals in 26 families. Through 
this grant, all 26 households were able to access safe housing, and all increased their 
knowledge of area resources as well as their ability to manage their own safety.

“As a property manager in Athens, GA we have been a huge supporter of Project Safe and their work to end domestic violence...Project Safe has been resourceful in providing our tenants [services] that help them overcome domestic violence and allow them to obtain safety and sustainable housing.” --Dane Guntermann

“If there wasn’t people like you 
I’d be on the streets or still in 

an unsafe relationship.”
-former outreach client
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In addition to our work with clients, Project Safe works to improve the legal and social service 
systems on local and state levels to better serve the individuals who need them.   

2022 saw the passage of the federal Safer Communities Act which includes expanded protections 
for victims of dating violence. Project Safe took advantage of several opportunities to educate 
people across the state about the impact of that important legislation. 

At the state level, we worked to help extend civil dating violence protections to people who had 
been in a dating relationship within the past 12 months (previously the window was 6 months). 
Since abuse can continue and often escalates after a relationship ends, this is an important 
change to help survivors obtain safety.

Locally, Project Safe worked with our judiciary to establish a process for efficiently entering criminal 
protective orders into the Georgia Protective Order Registry, making it easier for law enforcement 
to hold abusers accountable when such orders are violated.

Nurturing the Forest Ecosystem 
through Systems Change Advocacy

Training on new federal and state legislation at the 2022 Superior Court 
Judges’ Summer Conference

“Their unmatched passion to help others and 
incredible leadership set them apart. Their 
involvement in the community to not only 
reach people who may need help but also to 
spread awareness for the cause as a whole is 
breathtaking.”--review on Great Nonprofits
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Project Safe offers crisis intervention services to survivors of domestic 
violence and their dependents in the form of a 24-hour emergency 
hotline, statewide dating violence textline, confidentially-located 
emergency shelter, safety planning, legal and social service advocacy, 
and emergency financial assistance.

Building a Greenhouse                      for Protection and Shelter

Our Breaking Silence interns and staff held 
more text conversations in 2022 than any 
previous year.

Pictured is Project Safe staff at a Fall 2022 meeting where we evaluated 
anonymous client surveys in order to make plans related to how we 
might better-serve our clients and survivors of domestic violence. Our 
goals were to (1) ensure services are easily accessible for all parties 
involved, (2) be mindful and intentional about our goals and choices, 
and (3) use a trauma-informed lens to crisis intervention. 

“Project Safe is the best non-profit organization I have ever worked with! They do so many outstanding 
things for the community and survivors of violence. I greatly appreciate their Teen Textline that works to 
help teenagers who have questions about abuse and unhealthy romantic relationships in general. The 
members of Project Safe are all so friendly, hard-working, and driven to help people in need. Every time 
I attend an event for this nonprofit I am in awe of their greatness and level of care!”
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Planting Seeds through Prevention & Education 
How can we bring our community closer to ending domestic violence? We believe one way to do that is through 
preventative and educational measures. Our advocates provide professional in-service training to businesses, 
social services agencies, judges and attorneys, and also provide youth-focused educational presentations to 
school classes, church and community groups. In 2022, Project Safe gave 143 presentations and training sessions 
reaching 14,421 participants.

Aysha Joyner, Youth Educator & Advocate, gives 
a talk to Clarke Central High School’s Women’s 
Literature Course students. Project Safe delivered 53 
youth-focused presentations and 9 youth awareness 
events in 2022.

Project Safe’s Breaking Silence Textline is overseen by 
two Textline Managers and operated by trained interns. 
One goal of this service is to provide a space for teens 
and young adults to open up about their experience 
with someone closer to their age. It is confidential and 
available 24/7. 

Pictured above are local high school 
students showing off their wristbands after an 
in-school presentation.

Breaking Silence provides presentations to 
teens and young adults in middle school, high 
school, and college.
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Fiscal Year 2022 Revenue Fiscal Year 2022 Expenses

Tilling the Soil   for Healthy Growth 

FY2022 income and expenses are shown in these charts. Project Safe received $1,792,590 in 
revenue. Client services accounted for 91% of all spending.  The source is Audit 12/31/22 by 
Robert Baker and Associates, Certified Public Accountants. 

In 2022, Project Safe maintained a healthy mix of revenue sources to fund our varied 
programs and respond to the increased demand for crisis intervention and supportive 
services.

For the ELEVENTH year in a row, Project 
Safe was named a top rated nonprofit 
by Great Nonprofits!

“This is truly an amazing organization. They 
have an abundance of resources for any 
possible situation.”

--review on Great Nonprofits
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Sunshine & Water 
Donors listed here contributed $500 or more in fiscal or calendar 2022

	 INDIVIDUAL DONORS	
ANONYMOUS		
SCOTT & KELLY ARDOIN		
ABDULWAHAB & NAOMI ALHAROUN		
DUSTAN BARKER		
ANN BASCLE		
ROBERT & MARY ZORN BATES		
PATRICIA BELL-SCOTT		
TASHA BENYSHEK		
ANITA BLASCHAK		
SUZANNE BOURGEOIS		
MARY ANN BOURKE		
KATHERINE BULLOCK		
DARRELL & TAMMY BURT		
ALFRED PARKER CHAMBLISS III		
MADDIE CAMPBELL		
ANDY CASE		
JEFFREY CHAPMAN		
CHERI CHERRY		
DAN & SALLY COENEN		
JOANNE CONO		
JENNY COLEMAN & DAVID SHIPLEY		
LEAH COTE		
BRAD CRAMER		
ANDREA DENNIS		
GINGER DUENSING		
MELANIE FORD		
EMILY EDDINGTON		
MAXIMILIANA EISENMANN		
JEFFREY & REBECCA ENGEL		
EMPLOYEES OF PIEDMONT ATHENS REGIONAL	
DEAN FIRSCHEIN & KIM KLONOWSKI		
AARON & ANI FISCHER		
BUFORD FRYE		
ADAM FOUCHE		
CARL GLICKMAN		
MEGAN GOLDEN		
RICHARD E GOLDEN JR DDS		
DEBBY GRAINGER		
ANDREA GRIFFITH		
JEAN GUARD		
BRAD & KAREN HANKINS		
SAM HARRIS		
STEVEN A HARROLD		
TRADD HARTER		
DAVID & KATHY HARWARD		
TIFFANY HELD		
AMANDA HODGE
SHEILA HODGE		
SAM HOPKINS
ABIGAIL HORVATH		
JONATHAN HYDRICK		
FAITH JARRETT		
MELANIE KALNINS		
TAMMY KEMPER		
NOLAN & ANNETRIA KENNEDY		
JOSH KOONS		
GEORGIA KREHBIEL		
JAMIE KREINER		
WILLIAM KRETZSCHMAR		
PAUL & CAROL KURTZ		
NICOLE LAING		
GLENDA LANCE		
JOHN LANGONE JR.		
RODERICK LAMMERS		
MARY LEE		
JOHN LINGARD		
HENRY LOGAN		
STEPHANIE LYNN		
JARED MARSDEN		
ANDREW MARSHALL		
LOUIS MARTIN M III		
THOMAS MASCI		
GEORGE MATHIS		
AMY MCBRIDE		
DAVID & DAWN MEYERS		

GERALD & CAROL DRIVER FOUNDATION INC		
GIVE BACK REAL ESTATE		
THE HARRIS FOUNDATION		
HOLIDAY BENEVOLENCE MARKET		
THE JAMES E HUFFER & BETTY J HUFFER FOUNDATION	
JAN & DAVID WEAVER FUND OF CENTRAL CAROLINA	
JOHNSON & JOHNSON		
JOSE ATONIO GRIFOLS LUCAS FOUNDATION		
KELLY FAMILY CUIDIU FOUNDATION		
THE LAZARD FOUNDATION		
LEE NELSON WEEKS CHARITY FUND AT AACF		
LWW INC		
MARKEL CORPORATION		
MARTI SCHIMMEL MEMORIAL FUND AT AACF		
MCQUISTON STUECK FUND AT AACF		
PHIL HUGHES HONDA		
PINK GOBLIN TATTOO LLC		
ROBINS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION		
SMITH-TOMPOROWSKI FUND AT AACF		
SILVER & ARCHIBALD LLP		
STUDENT MERCHANDISING ASSN		
TURNER FAMILY FOUNDATION		
ULM FAMILY FOUNDATION		
UNITED WAY OF NE GEORGIA		
TARGET CORPORATION		
TAQUERIA LA PARRILLA		
TRINITY ACCOUNTING GROUP		
TWO RS TWO TS ONE LLC		
WATKINSVILLE 1ST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH	
WELLS FARGO FOUNDATION		

CLEVELAND & JULIANNE MILLER		
PAMELA & GREGORY MITSOFF		
RACHEL MURTHY		
DONALD & PHYLLIS NELSON		
PHYLLIS & TREY NIOLON		
NASRIN NOORI		
RICHARD & MARCIA PAGE		
AL & KATHY PARKER		
ADELE PATRICK		
KATHY POSS		
NEAL & PATRICIA PRIEST		
JOAN PRITTIE & SANDY BERRY		
JOHN & LISA PRITTIE		
KELLY PROBST		
F NEAL PYLANT DMD PC		
PATRICIA RICHARDS		
GAYLE ROGERS		
DEAN & KATHLEEN ROJEK		
RICHARD ROSEMOND		
INDIA ROWS
MONIQUE SANDERS		
THOMAS SCOTT		
ANN SHUMPERT		
CHRIS SLAY		
SUZANNE SPERLING		
LAUREN SNEDEKER		
FRED STEPHENSON		
ZOLINDA STONEMAN		
CYNTHIA SUVEG		
HARRY & CAROLINE SAMPSON		
EDWARD SCHIMMEL		
JERRY & SARAH SHANNON		
JULIE STANTON		
REIGN STREITER		
HOLLY & WILLIAM TALLY		
LINNEA TIGHE		
JANICE TOLBERT		
CHARLES UPCHURCH		
EADAOIN WALLER		
DAVID & KAREN WANG		
RICHARD & JODY WARNER		
JAMES WATSON		
JULIAN WELCH		
J MICHAEL WEST		
PAULA WHITING		
INGE WHITTLE		
FRED & PAT WIEGERT		
JAMES & MARGARET WILLIAMSON		
GRACE WILLS		
MICHAEL WORTH & CHERI WRANOSKY		
JOAN YANTKO		

CHURCH, BUSINESS, ORGANIZATION 
& FOUNDATION DONORS

AKADEMIA BREWING CO		
ALLERGY PARTNERS		
ALPHA CHI OMEGA FOUNDATION INC		
ARBY’S		
ARROW EXTERMINATORS		
ASHFORD METHODIST CHURCH		
ATHENS ORTHOPEDIC CLINIC PA		
ATLANTA FOOD CONNECT LLC		
BOWEN FAMILY CHARITABLE FUND		
THE BLACKBAUD GIVING FUND		
BRISCOE FAMILY FOUNDATION		
CABLE EAST INC		
CHARITIES AID FOUNDATION AMERICA		
CLASSIC CITY PILOT CLUB OF ATHENS INC		
THE ELROD GROUP INC		
ERIKA LEWIS FAMILY FUND		
EVERYTOWN FOR GUN SAFETY		
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH		
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ATHENS		
FIVE BAR		
GA POWER FOUNDATION INC		
GARRETT FAMILY FOUNDATION		

GOVERNMENT GRANTS
Athens-Clarke County 

(5%, Indigent Housing Assistance Fund)
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 

(Victims of Crime Act, Violence Against Women Act, Family 
Violence Prevention & Services Act, State of Georgia 

Domestic Violence Grants)
Emergency Food & Shelter Program

U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development
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In 2022, Project Safe started a new initiative 
at the shelter: family dinners. Our Shelter Life 
Coordinator, Bridgette Roloff, said: “So much 
of our clients’ lives at the shelter center their 
experiences with domestic violence. We hold 
weekly meetings with them to talk about their 
case. We meet when there are legal issues 
to discuss. We started family dinners the third 
Thursday of each month to give shelter staff 
and clients a space to share a meal and enjoy 
each other’s company for the sake of just being 
together–without any agenda items to discuss. 
It has been a great way to foster community in 
our space.” 

Having family dinners at Project Safe's emergency shelter is important for several reasons:
•	 Building a Supportive Community: Family dinners provide a space where survivors of 

domestic violence and their families can come together as a supportive community. It 
creates an atmosphere of solidarity and understanding.

•	 Cultivating a Sense of Normalcy: Family dinners offer a sense of routine and normalcy 
during a time of crisis and transition. It reminds survivors that they can still experience 
moments of joy and togetherness despite their current circumstances.

•	 Creating Lasting Memories: Family dinners can create positive memories for survivors and 
their children during a difficult period in their lives. These memories may serve as a source 
of strength and encouragement in the future.

•	 Building Relationships with Staff and Volunteers: Family dinners allow survivors to interact 
with shelter staff and volunteers in a more relaxed setting. This can facilitate the 
development of trusting relationships, which are essential for providing effective support. 

Celebrating the Harvest 
 Family Dinners at Project Safe 

Family dinner meals are usually donated by local 
restaurants and/or volunteers.

“What I found: peace from the chaos. A 
refreshing safe home to begin to heal from 
years of pain and abuse. I rediscovered my 
strength here.”  - former shelter resident



Growing Branches Through Community Events
After a two year hiatus, Project Safe was thrilled to host several large events during 2022.

Dancing with the Athens Stars returned in March. 
Through 2022, the event has netted over 1.3 
million dollars for our services and programs.

The 19th annual Groovy Nights 
disco and lip sync battle 
celebrates the formative 
years of the movement to end 
domestic violence.

Project Safe marked National 
Crime Victims Rights Week by 
hosting a luncheon with the 
Criminal Justice Coordinating 
Council, elected officials, 
advocates and survivors.

Donate Online:
www.project-safe.org
Send Check by Mail:

P.O. Box 7532 
Athens, GA 30604

Become an Annual Sponsor: 
Email: jprittie@project-safe.org

Find up-to-date information about the latest news and events at Project Safe on Facebook, Twitter, and 
through our YouTube channel. To sign up for our monthly e-newsletter, email: wmccranie@project-safe.org 




