Volunteer Bond Hearing Advocate
Number of positions available: 2
Time commitment: minimum of 4 months, bond hearings typically take place between 9am-2pm Monday through Friday
Training Requirement: Domestic Violence 101, Project Safe Overview, and Bond Hearing Advocacy Training (time/date TBA)
Criminal Background Check Required: Yes

Project Safe is seeking volunteers who believe in taking a stand against domestic violence by meeting victims and survivors at the Clarke County courthouse to provide individual support and offer Project Safe services during misdemeanor bond hearings.  The Project Safe Legal Advocate will accompany the Volunteer Bond Hearing Advocate for the first 2-3 trips to the court house. Volunteer Bond Hearing Advocates must be compassionate, reliable, and capable of meeting program expectations without direct supervision. Volunteer Bond Hearing Advocates will have the opportunity to:

· Be knowledgeable about the dynamics of domestic violence and Project Safe services. (Information will be provided by Project Safe during training.) 

· Attend weekly misdemeanor-level bond hearings at the Clarke County court house. The Project Safe Legal Advocate will contact the volunteer when Project Safe receives notification of domestic violence related misdemeanor bond hearings. 

· Make contact with the victim and offer Project Safe services. 

· Provide support for the victim during the hearing.

· Learn the charges and condition of bond.

· Communicate with the District Attorney and the Solicitors Office about domestic violence cases in Clarke County. The Project Safe Legal Advocate will make introductions.

· Utilize Project Safe’s informational data base to track communication with victims.

· Communicate all information from each bond hearing clearly with the Project Safe Legal Advocate so that she can follow up with the victim. 

