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Project Safe Provides:

® 24-hour Emergency Shelter

® 24-hour Hotline

* Community Support Groups

* Legal and Social Service
Advocacy

¢ Information and Referral

¢ Volunteer Training

* Community Education

* Follow Up Services

¢ Service Coordination among
Agencies

* Transitional Housing

* Emergency Financial
Assistance

All services are
confidential and free of charge

706-543-3331

Project Safe
Hotline

Every 15 seconds. . .

* 50% of all American women
are likely to be abused by
partners in their lifetime.

¢ In homes where partner abuse
occurs, children are 1500 times
more likely to be abused.

¢ A married woman is 5 times
more likely to be attacked by
her partner than by a total
stranger.

e Every 15 seconds a woman is
beaten by her partner or ex-
partner

« Arresting a batterer significantly
reduces the chances he will re-
peat his offense.

Fromwv the Director

Itfeelslikewedo agreat deal to bring attention to Project Safe
and the problem of domestic violence, and Athensjust isn’'t that big so
sometimes| get thrown by the questions peoplewho haven't heard about
ussometimesask. Oneof my favoritesis, “Being the Director of Project
Safe, isthat areal job?” (Answer: Feelslikeone). Another favorite, “ Do
youwork full time?’ (Answer: Yes, and then some!). But one of the hard-
est questions|’masked s, “ So what does Project Safedo?’ Ok, soit’s
not really hard. | havemy pat answer about shelter and servicesfor vic-
timsof domestic violence. Giveme30 moresecondsand | mentioncrisis
intervention, prevention & education, ongoing support and systemschange
all toreduceand ultimately eliminate domestic violence. What’schal-
lengingistrying to answer that question accurately in ashort amount of
time. When peopleask methat, | want to share storiesthat capturethe
generosity and caring of our staff and volunteersor show thelengthswe'll
gototry tohelp. | want totalk about buying bedsfor an elderly woman
with two grandchildrenwho' d been refused servicesby another organiza-
tion. 1 want to talk about our Follow-up Services Coordinator taking her
weed whacker to aclient’strailer and hel ping her tame her overgrown
yard so shewouldn’t beevicted. Lately | want to talk about L ucy.

Lucy’sperson cameto the shelter about ayear ago. She had no
childrenor closefriendsor family inthearea. Theonly truecompanionshe
had was her dog, L ucy. The Department of Human Resources does not
permit domestic violence sheltersto house animals, so usually staff will
work with vets, rescue agenciesor volunteersto find asafe placefor pets.
Inthissituation however, thewomanreally wanted tovisit Lucy frequently,
something that would be difficult with our regular resourcesfor fostering
pets. To accommodate the request for frequent visits, one of Project
Safe' sstaff memberstook Lucy homewith her. That way she could more
conveniently bring her to the shelter to see her person. Project Safe pro-
vided Lucy’sfood and fleatreatment and took care of all her veterinary
expenses. Whilein shelter, Lucy’s person received case management,
counseling, support groups, advocacy and assistance with housing and
mental health treatment. 1t took ten monthsfor thewoman to move out of
theshelter andintoanew apartment.  Continued on Pege 3, Column 1=>



In Transition....

Twofamiliesaregraduating thisyear from
Project Safe sTrandtional Housing Initigtive. Both
women have jobs, secure new apartments, and
savingsfromtheir timein the program. Each of
them was ableto obtain valuableresourcesduring
their timeintheTrangtiond Housing Initiativethat
will support them and their familiesasthey con-
tinueto build onthelr successworkingwith Project
Safe. Oneof our graduateswas abletoreceivea
car through agrant from theAllstate Foundation.
Our second graduate completed her degreeat Ath-
ensTechnical Collegewhilepart of the program.
Wearevery proud of al their hard work and ac-
complishmentsand wishthemwell!

TheTranstiona Housing Initiative began
in 2005 asaway to providequalified former shel-
ter res dentsintensivel ong-term support with hous-
ing, childcare, education, and limited emergency
financid ad. Trangtiond Housing clientswork with
Project Safefor two years; building skillsthat will
help them live successful, independent lives. Cur-
rently, Project Safehassix unitsof housinginthis

program.

DonnaBracewd | isProject Safe’ sTrang -
tional Housing coordinator, and sheislooking for-
ward to working with the two new familieswho
aretaking the place of our graduates. Oneclient
would liketo complete her degreeat AthensTech
and to build budgeting and parenting skills. An-
other client has been in the program for about a
month, andisstill forming her goas. Shewantsto
beableto raise her children on her own, but isnot
surewhat path totakefor long-term success. “In
my opinion, the THI programisthereto help vic-
timswho are motivated to become independent,
but may be overwhelmed and not surewhereto
start,” saysDonna. Sheisworkingtohelpthecli-
ent design aprogram to meet her needsduring her
two-year stay. Theseclientswill beabletotake
advantage of THI’ sintensive support servicesto
overcome obstaclesthey may face such asobtain-
ing childcare, transportation, and counseling ser-
vicesfor boththemselvesand their children.

Continuedin Column2=>

New Manager at Thrift Store 9

This spring there are some great new devel op-
ments at the Project Safe Thrift Store. Project Safeis
proud to announcethat the storeisnow equipped to ac-
cept credit and debit cards asforms of payment. Also,
wewecomed anew full-timemanager in March, Sabrina
Cuadra. With Sabrinaasthe Thrift Sore' sfull-timeman-
ager, Awatif Eljack will now beabletofocusher energies
onvolunteer coordination. Wewould liketo thank Awatif
for al her hard work opening the Thrift Store and build-
ing itinto asuccessful source of support for Project Safe.

Sabrinaisfrom Miami, Floridaand she brings
somenew ideasto continuethe successof the Thrift Store.
Oneof her top prioritiesisto processall donationsthe
day they arrive a the store, as thiswill help keep the
storemoreorganized. Sabrinaisasointerestedindraw-
inginmore college studentsby creating aspecid rack for
thefunkiest clothes. Sheisalso exploring the idea of
sling someitemsonlinein order to maximizetheincome
availableto support Project Safe.

In order for these new ideasto berealized, we
will need the help of committed volunteers. If youhavea
good eyefor fabricsand fashion or for creating displays,
your helpwould be greatly appreciated! Volunteersare
awaysneeded to help sort donations, stock shelves, and
act ascashiers. Tolearn more about how you canvolun-
teer a the Project Safe Thrift Store, please contact Sabrina
at  (706) 425-8863 or Awatif at
proj ectvol unteer @yahoo.com.

Project Safeisexcited about these new devel-
opments, and we hopethat you will drop by soonto do
someshopping and say helloto Sabrinal The Thrift Store
islocated inthe Bell’s Shopping Center on the corner of
PrinceAve. and HawthorneAve. and isopen from 9am-
5pm, Monday-Saturday. All proceeds support Project
Safe.

T i r ity

In Transtion
Continued from Column 1.

In order to strengthen the Transitional Housing program
and give our new familiesafresh start, Project Sefeis
accepting donations of gently used furnitureand house-
hold items. Anyonewho isinterested in donating can
bringitemslabeled” Trangtiona Housing” tothe Project
SafeThrift Storefrom 9-5, Monday-Saturday. For more
information about donationsor thetransitional housing
program, please call Project Safe at (706) 549-0922.



Project Safe reaches childvrew
through Crossroads

As part of itswork to end domestic vio-
lence, Project Safe provides a number of educa-
tional programsand trainingsthroughout the year.
One of these is Crossroads, a specially designed
curriculum that teaches 4" and 5" graders about
anger management and domestic violence. Cross-
road emphasizestwo guiding principles. that you
havearight to be safefrom harm, and that you have
arespongbility not to harm others.

The Crossroads program explorestheguid-
ing principlesinthree45-minutelessons. Students
participatein afingerprint exerciseto think about
how each individual isunique, and talk about indi-
vidua rightsand self-esteeminthefirstlesson. In
the second lesson, students|earn healthy ways of
expressing anger, and how to identify passive, as-
sertive, and aggressive ways of expressing anger.
Domestic violenceand safety planning arethe sub-
jectsof thefinal Crossroadslesson. Thislessondis-
cussesthedifferent typesof abuseand studentslearn
specific safety skillssuch asstaying out of afight,
numbersto call for help, and how tofind asafeplace
intheir home.

Project Safe has offered the Crossroads
program in Madison, Clarke, and Oglethorpe
County schools. After the program, 95% of stu-
dents were able to express one or both of the un-
derlying principlesand couldidentify one or more
individualsthey could seek out for helpif therewas
violenceintheir home. Eighty-ninepercent dsorec-
ognized examplesof abusvebehavior and expressed
anunderstanding of safety planning. Theseresults
show that the Crossroads program can be an im-
portant resourcefor providing children with anun-
derstanding of domestic violence and waysto stay
safe. If you areaschool counsdlor or teacher inthe
Athensareawho would liketo schedule aCross-
roads program for your school, pleasecall Laura
Wilson at 706 549-0922.

Become aVolunteer! E-mail:
projectvolunteer @yahoo.com tofind
specific ways that you can help!

Ride to- End .~ 3
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Project Safewill holdits 1% annual Rideto End
Domestic Violence sponsored by VistaCare Hospice
on Saturday July 28. CycleWorld of Athensishosting
theevent whichwill gartinthemorningandfinishwitha
cook out lunch CycleWorld. Theroutewill takeriders
to Watson Mill Bridge State Park in Oglethorpe County.
Registration is$25 per bike, extraridersare $10 each.
Thefirst 100 registrantswill receivearedly cool t-shirt
designed by Brad Gilleland. Toregister or receivemore
information, contact Carol Ann at
carolann.schmitt@gmail.com

FromtheDirector
Continued from Page 1:

During that time she cameto believethat L ucy would
be better off in adifferent environment, onewith more
room to run or perhaps other dogs or children. She
asked that Project Safe help Lucy find anew family.
Staff and volunteers put theword out, and almost one
year totheday shearrived, Lucy movedinwithayoung
couple. Both aregraduate studentsat UGA with an-
other rescuedog for Lucy torompwith. Intheir latest
email they report that L ucy isenjoying tripsto thedog
park and playing Frisbee and ball with her new sibling.

“So what does Project Safe do?’ (Answer:
Whatever we can to try to help battered women and
children escapethe pain and humiliation of abuseand
rebuildtheir lives. 1t may beshelter. It may beatem-
porary protectiveorder. It may be pet careand kibble.
It may be so uniqueto theindividual calling on usfor
help that wedon’t know what it will beuntil we decide

totry). 7 it
oow Prittie



The Vagina Monologues, 2007
raised over $17,000
for Project Safe services.



Monetary Donors
February—April 2007

Wethank thefollowing for their generous contri-
butionsto our work:

1% Presbyterian Church

1¢ United Methodist Church of Athens
ShayneAbe kop—InMemory of ChelseGlen
KizmetAdams

DeborahAlderman

Aghford Memoria Methodist Church
AthensAcademy

Athens Chapter Order of the Eastern Star
Cleveland & Margaret Burns

Amy Carver

Joyce Carver

VirginiaCarver & Hank Raichle

Carol Cummings

Randy Dishaw (Vagina Monol ogues Sponsor)
Lori Dunsmore

Earthfare

Erastus CWF

Joy Evans

Marcheta& Brian Forrester

Franciscan Special Project

Debbie& David Hatmaker

Holiday Benevolence Market

Monetary Donors 5
Continued from Column 1:

Bill Kudon

George& Cindy Kuhlman

Mary Long

RyanLubin

RonadMakula

Managed Medica Transport
(\Vagina Monologues Sponsor)

Mt. Hermon Presbyterian Church

AnnetteNelson

Gary Pederson

Joan Prittie

Tom Stephens

Brady Stubblefield & MicheleMurphy

LauraTaylor

UGA Biochemigtry Graduate Student
Organization

LisaJones

RuthWalton

Project Safed so recelvesmonetary support fromtheAth-
ens-Clarke County Government, Georgia Department of
Human Resources, Crimina Justice Coordinating Coun-
cil, GeorgiaCodlition Against Domestic Violence, United
Way of Northeast Georgiaand Macy’s Fund of Feder-
ated Department Stores.

TheFamily
Protection

Center opened
ayear ago. Three
Project Safe staff
memberswork full
timefromthis
wonderful

facility.



Board Treasurer, Lori Brooks, worksthe Registration Table at the Golf Tournament
Project Safe Golf Towrnament

Our 2 Annual Golf Tournament washeld Monday April 23 at the Sandy Creek Golf Coursesin
Commerce, Ga. Theteam from Pappy’sDry Wall placedfirst. First American Bank placed second, followed
by Mo Wilshire, LJArnold, and Thom Morrisinthird. Thanksto thegenerosity of our sponsors, Project Safe
raised over $7,600 for battered women and their children.

2007 Golf Tournament Sponsors:
Accounting/Payroll ServicesInc.  Pgppy’sDrywal Inc.
American Spirit Silver & ArchibadLLP
Ameritransinc. Southern Land ExchangeLLC
ArunaBiomedica Inc. James Stice& Family

AthensMailing Service Steve & Tracey Stice )
AthensPlumbing & Well Supply Inc. Hijacked Beer Cart

Cathy & CharlesAudander
Cannon Residentid Services
cheveux—Fine Sdonsof Athens
Clarke County Farm Bureau
Classic City Brewfest

Fresh Air Barbecue

Carol Faulkner-Smith
GreenAcresBaptist Church
Homes& Land of Athens
Managed Medica Transport Inc.

| insvi B T e s
North GeorgiaBank—Waetkinsville A L e e R e |




Left: Tangela

Below: Joellen

: Mark your Calendar!!!!=

" Groovy Nighty
i BACK!

Friday August 17th, onceagainthe Classic
Center will betransformedinto an unbelievabletrip
through the decade that tasteforgot. Disco ballsand
lavalamps, hanging beads and yellow smiley faces,
8-track tapes and Saturday Night Fever posters,
liveand slent auctions, fabulousbuffet, and great 70°'s
musicyou hateto admit you love, will kegp you danc-
ingand partyingal night.

Ticketsare$50and will goonsdeat theClas-
sic Center onJuly 1. Mark your calendars, practice
your disco moves, find that perfect outfit or acces-
sory and get ready to have ablast!




Project Safe
P.O. Box 7532
Athens, GA 30604

Sevvices for Battered Women

Office Phone: 706-549-0922
FAX: 706-354-6161
Email: pjctsafe@bellsouth.net
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e Coming Soon! .
: Watch for Project Safe’'s :
: New and Improved Web Site :
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